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pipe, md Co ftop the Bleediog : But on Tryals I have 
km of itj though I rmj believe it innocent, yet I am 
fure 'tis not iafallible. 

Fig. 6,7, 8j 9, lOj II, m, 13. Shew Eight fevertl In- 
ilrumenrs niade for paring, the Niifs, at which^ in Cli- 
na, tlie People are very curious and ciextrous. Thele In- 
ftruments are each of them fliaped like a Ghiz^el. 

/vg, 14. repreicnts a kind Oi Inftrument, called^ in 
Chma^ a Champing Inftrumenr. Its ufe is to be rub'd 
or .roul'd all over the Mufcular Fleih. It is like an Hor- 
fes Gurricomb. and is faid to be ufed after the fame man- 
ner, anx| for the fame Purpofes that they are made ufe of 
for Horfes. 



VIIL An Account of a BooL 

Mufeo de Fiante rare della Skiliay Malta^ Cor^ 
jica^ Italia^ Fiemonte e Germania^ O^c. di 
Don Faolo Boccone^ Sic. with additional Kc'- 
marh^ by Mr. John Ray^ F. K. S. 



H E learned and ingenious Author of this Work, 
Signior Paolo Boccene^ a Geiliknian oi Sicily, Bo- 
tanill: to the Great Duke of T^j^j, and now a Monk 
of the Cijiertian Order, of the Province of Sicily, having 
changed his Prmomen into Sylvim, hath rtndred him- 
feif well known to the learned World, by his Writings 
pubiiilied many Years fince, viz. His Icowes & Defcrip* 
iioms rariorum Plant arum Sicilis, Melits^ GaUim & Ita^ 

Hm^ Printcdr at O^r^ in the Year 1674. And his Let- 
ters 
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rers about feveral Natural Curiofities, Written io Fremb 

and Printed u Amflerdam. 

In this prefani: Woik hegkes uia large Coflc:£i'ioo of 
rare Piaats, die greateft part mliereof are new and mm 
defcrifi^ curiouflj delineated aod eograven io t Hun- 
dred and Thirty Oc^avo^Plaies, m-liicti lie divides into 
Dreads, iofcribiog each Decad to a Fmetim Nobleroan. 
Two Beietis- there are io this Work ; the one want of 
Method, the other of Defcriptions. i. As for Method^ 
there is oooe at a!I obferved in it, the Species being pro* 
mifcooiiflj snd indifcreetly placed as they came to Haiid^ 
without any Order or , Connexion. %. Befidcs tha 
NameSj the Stat ore and Magnitude, the Place® where 
he found them, or Perfons from m^honn he received them, 
he hadi to a great Number of theie Plants added no De« 
fcriptioos of ■ the principal parrs, Root, Stalk, Leaf^^ 
Flower, Fruir. This, r hough he endeavours to exctifc 
p. 171. by telling us^ That he writes loluchas are ad- 
vanced in rhe Knowledge, of Botanicks, who need no 
long Defcriptions, and to whom they would, be rather 
tedious than ufeful, aod not to Novices : Yet can hs.oot 
eafily perfwade us, but that concjife exadt' Deieriptions 
would eafe %\i% greaieft Proficients of a much Trouble in 
fifldifig out and exa^ly determining ihe Species. He had 
alio 'obliged us, if he had gifen us the Syoonyms of 
fuch as he took to have been defcribed • by others before 
him, together with the Names of the Authors of fucli 
Synonims and Defcriptions, This alfo lie endcavo^irs to 
excufe by want of time and Books^ Yet all this net* 
withftanding, we ought rather thankfully to accept what 
he hath done, by enriching the Hiftory of Plants with 
fuch a multitude of new .Species, -than icr ccnfure or 
reprehend bini for what we apprehend he hitlt omitted.^ 
which he might have done- 
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Befides the roaiii Subjed of this Work, the Author 
ifiiermixes many curious Obferv'atbnsand Remirks, Phy- 
siological and Medicinal : As for fnftancc, he tells u% 
That becaiife we find not either amoog the Ancients or 
Moderns aoy Alcaiick Medicine drawo only from a fim* 
pie Vegciable, ^-Ithoot any oiher Preparatioti but reeer 
Trituration^ therefore he will in this Obfervatioo (which 
is the fccorid io oufiiber) cormniHiicate ao Antacid Me* 
dicine of moch Efficacy io curing the biting of a Mad 
Dog, of a Viper or other Serpent, el Fevers, Chohcks^ 
Wounds, &c. called by the •, Paler mitanes, Sanaiodos ; 
which is only a part of a Plant of no great Account 
among Herbarifls, in brief^ it is nothing dk but the 
Sponge of the DogsRofe^ called by fome Bedegtdar^ 
dried, and grofly pulverized. For the biting of a Vi- 
per, after Scarification and Cupping, (pr inkle upon the 
Wound the Powder of Sanatodos, and afterwards give to 
drink io generous Wine a good Qiiantity of the ^ime 
?Q\v6<^t several times. For the biting of a mid Dog^ 
give of the faid Powder inwardly , and apply it 
outwardly to the Wound, firft moifleny in Strong 
Wim, or Oyl-Oiive, in like manner ufe it for the 
flinging of a Scorpion. For continual Fevers it is to be 
often taken in Brorh or other Meats. Several other Di- 
(eafts he mentions, in which it's ufet1:il, efpecially the 
Colick, the Pains when of, being given to drink m Red 
Wine to the <^)aotity of about a Drachm, it mitigatts 
in hsif an Hour's time. One thing I cannot but wonder 
at, that Signior B&ccom Osould rake no Notice that the 
Root of this Rofc had been of old celebrated by Plhy for 
the Cure of the Hyelrophokia^ as a Medicine revealed in 
a DrCini, Hiji. Nat. L. 15-. c. i. & lib. 8. c. 4. in thcfc 
Words, hfanahiiis ad hofce mmosfuit rahldi cams morfus^ 
pavorcm aqm£ potufq; mnnls afferens odium. Nuper cujuf 
4mt mUitmtn kt pr^torto mater vulit In quiete^ ut radi 



eem Syi'^^flris Rqfs^ Mmditam fiU afpe$upriikmff^- 
tiBo^ mitteret film Uhndam. In Luftanm res ^reBd- 
##r, frmima i/ifpam^ parte j cajsif; accidif^ ui miiite 
a morfu canis imipknte aqms expavafcere Jhpenemret 
epifida oranth ut parerei Beiigimi^ fervMufj; efi ex 
mfperai0 , & pojiea fM/quis mxiimm fimfie ie-M fa- 
%. Another ObCc:rvatioo he gives us conceroirig tlie 
Seed of Sophia cfjirMrgamm, or Fiixweed^ which bt^.ag 
taken in Broth or Wine eotire without reducing to Po^^/* 
der flops vomiting of Blood, and cures the Dykotcry or 
Bioody-Flijc, from whence the Plant hath its Name in 
Englijh ; which doth not fuccced, if it be well pounded 
or beaten to Powder ; the Reafon whereof he affigos to 
be, bectufe the oyly-Subftance which is more apt to dif* 
folve than to coagulate, is loofencd by pounding, and 
leparated from the other parts. 

3. A Third Obfervation we lliall mention is. That in 
many Plants the Flower receives its Tindure or Colour 
from the Root. He inftances in the greater Celandine^ 
whole Roots and Flowers are of a Yellow or SafFroo 
Colour,' the Barbery or Oxyacantha^^\\\Q\\ alfo hath both 
Roots and Flowers of a Yellow : The Denteilaria of 
Rmdektiusy whofe Roots and Flowers agree in the fame 
vinous or Grifdeline Colour. The Acacia Indica Aiding^ 
&c. The Reafon whereof he affigns j becaufe the more 
fixt parts wherein the Colour confifts, preferve the fame 
Tindure without being altered by a long Circulation 
they make to the Flower. Hence he obferves, that 
tlioie Plants are more fit for dying Cloth, which are 
Lignole, and have their Root agreeable in Colour with 

the Flower. 

4^ He gives us out of C^falpinus^ the Preparation of 
€ate, (which he takes to be the fame with Cateclm) 
which is the infpiflate Juice of the Lycium hdicm, or 
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Tree called Cadira^ by the Indians^ which ihey thus prepare^ 
They divide the Mean [Mi^l*] of the Tree into thin Slices, 
which tliey grind upon a Marble^ fiich as Painters ufe, anil 

boy I tha Powder in a fufficient Qjiantity of Water for Four 
and Twenty llours^ and then llrain it. This Decotfiion iliey 
boyl again beyond the Confdlency of Honsy^j but not fo hard 
as WaXj of which they make P^/i7/i, wliich being dried are 
oiifWrirdly black, but iowardiy redifli. This Opinion he ra* 
dier adheres to. than that of a late learned Traveller in hJia^ 
•who afferts Caachm to be made-up of the Juice cii the Frtar: of 
Jrec.0 cv Faufds and a certain Mineral Enuh of ihit 
Place. 

f. He prefents us with a fort of Ti^awk-^rre^ 'v^liidi he 
calls, fiflacium mm fmlum folk mgrkame, whicli prodoces no 
dciilent Fruit, being by it felf barren, though in refped of 
the Female^ which it impregnates with Fruity it may be (aid 
to be fruitful Then he gives us the Notes of DiftimSlion be- 
tween the Male and Female Fij^ackk^ and tells us how the 
Country-men ingravidate the Female with the Flowers of the 
Male, mz. They wait till the Female hath its Flowers expli- 
cated I then they take, at their Difcretion, many Flowers of 
the Male, which are in Bud and jufl: ready to open, and put 
them into a VclTel, and luvingencompaffed them with Earth 
moifiened wich Water ; they hang this Vcilel with the Flow- 
ers on a Branch of the Female FilhcMo, and there leave it till 
she Flowers be dried, that fo the Powder which they Ccatter 
may more eafily by the he!? of the Wind bedifperled over all 
the Branches of the Trea» and ingravidate them with Fruit. 
Other more compendious Ways he mentions^ which the 
Country-nien uie of fcattering the Duff or Powder of che 
Flowers of the Male upon the Female. Heteils us, That the- 
Maie^ Tor the mofl part^ flowers and fcatters its Prolifick 
Powder before the Female purs forth its BloHoms (which hap- 
pens in rnofi Plants fuppcfed to dliier in Sex) and v/hat Pro-- 
vlh'on chey make in that cafe, Thm king fk- general Praime im 
Sicily J mMli needs dipmd Mpm Okjervaiim^ dat wkhuf /o dmm 
tke Trees M^midmt k f'utifiil^ $r at k^Bmt f$ ihat Degree ^ mJ 
■cmfirms the Opinim^ thm ikre m in Fkms glfi a dtfferm^e if 
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This whole Obfbrvadon about the fijtachios he inlbits aUo 
into his Mufeo di Fifica & di efperienze vayiato^ &Ci 

6. He brings an Obfervation concerning a Woman o^Chafn- 
hrj in Savoy y who being afflided with a fierce Apoplexy, af-^ 
ter various Medicines in vain ufed, grew lame on her whole 
Left Side from Head to Foot j whom an Emperick underta- 
king io cure, fpent Eight Boccale of Aqua Vita, and Twelve 
Pouiid of Caniphire upon her, in Six Weeks time, anointing 
every Morning and Evening the whole part affeded without 
any Benefit at all The Woman mean time was wiih Child, 
and without ftffering any Inconvenience, at her due time 
brought forth a Son, othcrwile perfcd, fave that all his Bones 
were fo foft and tender, that he could not bear himfelf upon 
his Feet j the Bones of his Legs, as alfo his Arms and Hands 
being fo tender, that they feemed flexible Tendon;? : And in 
this Cafe he lived Eighteen Moiuhs. This Effed he/ and 
not Without Reafon, attributes in the Camphire. 

I have often wondred how Out4andiili Authors Oiould fb 
grofly niiftakein the Orchogr. pl^y of EngliOi Words we find 
ill their Writings. But by an Obf;:rvation in this Book con- 
cerning the Serpentaria Virglmana (the Name and a tolerable 
Defcription whereof Sigoior Boccom had from one Edward 
Tainten) I perceive how it might come to paft, viz,. They 
received thefe Words from fome illiterate EnglilhMen^and put 
them down according to the Pronunciation, fpelling them as 
Words of fuch Sound and Pronunciation in their own Lan- 
guage are fpeird. So, doubdefs, Edward Tainten pronoun- 
cing the Word Snake-root^ as the Italians do Snecrut, (we ofcenr 
pronouncing a as they do e, and they having no doable o) 
Sigoior Boccom writes it Snecrut. But becaule he defines far- 
ther Satisfadion concerning this Serpentaria Virgin, or Snake- 
root^ I fhall give him, and others that concur with him in 
that Defire, a full and exad Defcription of the whole Plant, 
drawn up and fent me by a Perfon that knew it very well, and 
was as well able to defcribe it, the Learned and moft Skilful 
Herbarift Mn John Bantfler, whofe unhappy and untimely 
Death cannot lufficiently be deplored. 

The Pi/hlochiay or Serpentaria Virginiana hath a bufBy Roof, 
confiding of a Number dt imall Strings of a yellowiih Colom, 
and hot Aromatick Scent and Tafte : Thence grow One or 
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Two fiticoth, at leaft very little hairy^ Stalks, round and 
moft commonly upright, not Iquare nor tray ling: The leaves 
grow alternately on this fide and thatpneat a Joint or Knee t 
They are thin long and pointed, coming in like a Heart at 
the Footftalk, a licde Hairy above, and rough with many 
protuberant Veins underneath, and in handling chey ftick a 
iitcle ro the Fingerj?. Near die Ground grow One or Two 
hollow Flowers^ each upon its proper Foot-ftalk, difler^nt 
hi Form from the Pifhlochia Cretica^ or any other yet known | 
all vv'hoie Flowsrs (if Auchors Figures, or the Plants them- 
lelves dried, rightly inform me) relemble a Cows Horn, the 
top growing to the Rudiment of the Seed-Veffel, and the 
open end cut flaunting like a Drenching^Horn, whereas this 
of ours termin;i.tes With a Heel, which fupports a broad^ 
round, galerniculated Lip, the Center of which opens into 
the Hollow of the Flower. The Lip is of a light rulTet or 
dirt Colour. The Seed Veflfel is hexagonal, fhap'd like a 
Pear, when full grown near balf an Inch in diameter. It is 
not ;in ever-green , but after the Seeds are ripe , the 
Leav:es and Stalks begin to wither and decay. It flowers in 
Maj^ and its Seeds are ripe in AuguH. 



AN 



